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Westerners suppose that Chinese food consists either of
such dainty and expensive dishes as the bird's nest soup
or shares fin, or such unsavoury things as the cat's and
dog's meat* And even now there are foreigners who think
that the Frenchman subsists only on the snail* Now
while a great deal of this misunderstanding is the result
of ignorance or unfamiliarity* a greater measure of the
blame may be laid at the door of enormous differences
between the Chinese and English methods of cooking*
For it is human nature to infer that when somebody else's
methods in doing a thing are not quite the same as ours*
therefore everything connected therewith is bound to be
strange or antipodean*

The first noticeable difference between Chinese food
and English food is perhaps in the matter of utensils for
eating* In the West the knife and fork do service for
cutting up the meat or vegetables as well as conveying
them to the mouth* In China a pair of chopsticks takes
the place of both* We call them "nimble lads/' and
nimble they are indeed 1           \"

This is not because these" Handy implements^ which V
are no longer than ten or twelve inches* or biggef than,
the ordinary lead pencils/are as sharp as, or are meant
to do the arduous work of/the knife and fork*   The truth,
is that all the meat* flesh* and vegetables, etc** have already
been cut or sliced to the required dimensions in the kitchen*
Therefore* when- they come to the table* all the chopsticks
have to do is to convey the morsels from the plate or bowl
to the mouth*                                    -   - " :  ?   -   -     ~

Of course, one cannot expect impossible things out of
just two innocent looking sticks* Jn fact/ one of .the
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